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The term “General Assembly” 
appeared officially in the 
Constitutions of  1954 although at 
that time the Assemblies had no 
other obligation than to elect the 
Superioress General and her 
Council.  This was the case when 
Mother Lepicard was reelected at 
the 1956 Assembly by the 46 
Visitatrices who held office at that 
time. 

Things began to change at the 
following Assembly, that of  
Pentecost 1962 (54 Visitatrices). 
Mother Guillemin was elected.  

 

“For the first time in the history of  your 
Company, the Assembly that brings 
together the General Council and the 
Visitatrices is meeting in Rome, and you 
have made a point of  coming, with 
Mother Guillemin, your worthy 
Superioress General, to pay tribute to us 
with your work and your prayers.” 

 "...Daughters of  God and daughters of  
the Church, you intend to be faithful to 
your vocation to serve Christ in the poor, 
spiritually and corporally, and to do this 
you feel more than ever the need to 
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"clothe yourselves with the spirit of  
Christ" and to "live Christ in his 
mysteries." It is this very fidelity and 
your concern to bring to the poor the 
convincing witness of  the Church's 
charity that lead you today to revise 
your customs and traditions and to 
adapt the structures and methods of  
formation of  the Sisters. (Message of  
Pope Paul VI to the Daughters 
of  Charity, May 20, 1965). 

 

In light of  the three documents: 
the Second Vatican Council's 
Decree Perfectae Caritatis, the 
Motu Proprio Ecclesiae sanctae, 
and the Instruction Renovationis 
causam, Father Slattery and 
Mother Guillemin convoked the 
General Assembly of  1968-1969, 
with a view to drawing up new 
Constitutions.  The Sacred 
Congregation for Religious and 
Secular Institutes granted the 
General Assembly the power to 
l e g i s l a t e  a n d  t o  m a k e 
arrangements for Domestic and 
Provincial Assemblies to take 
place. These would be able to 
elect delegates for the General 
Assembly and present postulates. 
Later there were the Assemblies 
of  1974 and 1979-1980 to 
continue the revision and 
drawing up of  the new 



Constitutions and Statutes. All 
this period of  General Assemblies 
ended with the approbation of  
the new Constitutions by the 
Holy See on February 2, 1983.  

The aim of  the General 
Assemblies of  1985 and 1991 was 
to reflect on the identity of  the 
Company from the point of  view 
of  life style.    The 1985 
Assembly convoked by Fr. Mc 
Cullen and Mother Roge also 
dealt with some juridical aspects 
of  the Company resulting from 
the publication of  the New Code 
of  Canon Law.    The 1985 
Assembly focused its reflections 
on these three themes: Spirit of  the 
Company, evangelization and life style.  
The Final Document, At the 
Crossroads, was a synthesis of  all 
the Assembly’s thinking.  The 
1991 Assembly, convoked by Fr. 
Mc Cullen and Mother Duzan, 
was devoted to The Daughter of  
Charity In and For the World Today.   
This Assembly, too after 
reflecting in common, drew up 
and added three extra articles to 
the Constitutions and another 
three Statutes; these were 
approved by Rome on 31 August 
1991.  The Final Document was 
entitled At Jacob’s Well.  

The General Assembly in 1997, 
convoked by Fr. Maloney and 
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Mother Elizondo, in view of  the 
New Evangelization, had for its 
theme Inculturating the Charism in 
Changing World.  The Final 
Document, A New Fire, was about 
taking the spirit of  the Assembly 
to the whole Company. With the 
theme Called to Revitalize Fr. 
Maloney and Mother Elizondo 
convoked the whole Company in 
2003 to revise the Constitutions 
of  1983.    The specific outcome 
of  this Assembly was the 
compilation of  new Constitutions 
that were drawn up in 
accordance with the guidelines 
issued by the Church, the current 
Code of  Canon Law of  1983, the 
charism of  the Founders and the 
signs of  the times.  It also gave 
rise to the Action Lines, 2003-2009, 
which were drawn up by the 
General Council at a later date 
but followed the guidelines 
presented by that Assembl 

Since the Constitutions and 
Statutes  have now been 
completely revised it is reasonable 
to expect that in the near future 
General Assemblies will be 
markedly “pastoral” in tone and 
the working method adopted will 
be appropriate for the theme and 
the objective of  each one. The 
theme of  the 2009 General 
Assembly was: Prophecy and Hope 
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Now and Everywhere. The theme of  
2015: The Boldness of  Charity for a 
New Missionary Momentum.  

After this brief  historical overview, 
we can say that the General 
Assemblies, as they are held today 
in the Company, began with the 
1968-1969 Special Assembly. 
Since then, nine General 
Assemblies have been held.  

 

The Company will challenge the 
Sisters and the Communities to 
commit themselves to be ever 
more faithful to the charism. This 
tenth Assembly, which begins 
tomorrow, October 29, 2021, is 
an opportunity to make the 
Founders speak. The theme 
"Ephata! Break through the gate... Go 
Toward... Encounter…" will allow 
the Daughters of  Charity to 
understand in a deeper way how 
their voices are still relevant. The 

General Assembly will also reflect 
on its structures so that these are 
faithful to the charism. The more 
the charism radiates, the more it 
will be recognized as prophetic by 
our world. 
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